ioo                       Morocco Awakes
But the rebellion in the Asturias during the autumn
of 1934 proved a very different matter from the fall of
the monarchy, and that tragic event Influenced to a great
extent the course of Moroccan history Every one
knows of the partial destruction of Oviedo, that fair and
unfortunate city, and of the open insurrection of the
Asturian miners \vho, it would seem, committed some
terrible atrocities, as was only to be expected from men
of this type once their passions were aroused It is not
generally realized, however, that, in spite of the resolute
leadership of General Lopez Ochoa and the gallantry
of his tiny force, the army of Africa had to be called in
to liquidate the rebellion At last, after hundreds of
years, the Moors came back to Spain and proved
themsehes in a very short time more than a match
for the Astunan dynamiters This may or may not
have been a necessary move, but it can scarcely be said
to have been a popular one, for every one resented the
reflection cast on the regular army by the employment
of these troops, and Spanish pride was deeply touched
Even friends of mine whose opinions were those of the
extreme Right, spoke of the Government's action with
the greatest resentment, little realizing that only a few
years later the whole of the Hispano-Moorish army
would be engaged in the Peninsula against the Repub-
lic Then in addition to this attitude of mind, which
was shared by Spaniards of all classes, wild and whirling
accusations were levelled against the conduct of the
Moorish troops It was said in certain quarters that
they looted, raped women9 and killed indiscriminately,
while their officers looked on, making no efforts to
check them The evidence was slight, and the accusa-
tions seemed to those of us familiar with Spanish
Morocco incredible In no country in the world are